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Activity 3: Reading Reflection — Speaking Up

“I believe in the sun even when it is not “It may be too late for the victims ... but not
shining. for our children, not for mankind.”
I believe in love when feeling it not. — Elie Wiesel, Holocaust survivor, author,

Nobel laureate
I believe in God even when He is silent.”

—Inscription on the wall of a cellar in
Cologne, Germany, where Jews hid
On a separate piece of paper, select one of
the quotations and write a response.

“The only thing necessary for the triumph of
evil is for good people to do nothing.” Consider the following:

— Edmund Burke, B Your initial reaction to the quotation
18th Century English philosopher
B Why it spoke to you

B How it relates to the study of the Holocaust
“Tell your children of it, and let your children
tell their children, and their children another B How it relates to your life today
generation.”

— Book of Joel, Chapter 1, verse 3

“In Germany, they first came for the
Communists, and I didn’t speak up because
I wasn’t a Communist. Then they came for
the Jews, and I didn’t speak up because |
wasn‘t a Jew. Then they came for the trade
unionists, and I didn’t speak up because |
wasn‘t a trade unionist. Then they came for
the Catholics, and I didn‘t speak up because |
was a Protestant. They came for me, and by
that time no one was left to speak up.”
**This activity was written and developed by Kari Averill,

Martin Niemoeller (1892 — 1984) a teacher at Cascade High School in Everett, Wash., and
Pastor of a Protestant Church in Dalem, a member of the Washington State Holocaust Education
a suburb of Berlin Resource Center’s Education Advisory Committee.

Imprisoned in Sachsenhausen
and Dachau concentration camps
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